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Borde rline s, divisions, th e  
place s w h e re  w e  ch oose  to 
draw  th e m , th e  m anne r in 
w h ich  w e  ch oose  to e re ct th e m , 
th e y are  pe rh aps now , as th e y 
h ave  alw ays be e n, of crucial 
im port to th e  socie ty in w h ich  
w e  find ourse lve s. Th e  
de cisions w e  m ak e , se e m ingly 
w ith out th ough t, as if by 
de fault, th e ir im pact re sonating 
far be yond th e  spe cific localitie s 
in w h ich  th e y originate . And 
ye t, in our h ast to build such  
frontie rs and boundarie s, w e  
ofte n forge t th at at tim e s, in 
place s, w e  police  th e m  w ith  
such  a se ve rity and crue lty, 
w h ile  at oth e r tim e s, in oth e r 
place s, w h e re  it is conve nie nt, 
w e  adopt a m ore  le nie nt, 
fle xible , attitude .

In raising such  ide as, it is 
pe rh aps appropriate  to conside r 
h ow  such  borde r posts, such  
control points, sh ape  th e  
socie ty in w h ich  w e  live . Th e y 
are  th e  place s w h e re  h um an 
socie ty atte m pts to re gulate  th e  
flow s th at trave rse  it: flow s of 
inform ation, flow s of goods, of 
m one y and m e gabyte s, th e  
m ove m e nt of food stuffs, of 
w ork e rs, oil, w e apons, 
language s. Ye t, th e se  flow s are  
vast; th e y go be yond us, th e y 

e scape  us at th e  ve ry sam e  tim e  
as w e  atte m pt to control th e m . 
And give n th is, it se e m s 
pe rtine nt to ask : to w h at e xte nt 
are  th e se  divisions w orth  th e  
e ffort and th e  sacrifice  th at w e  
inve st in th e m ?

In an atte m pt to e rode  such  
arbitrary barrie rs, Borde rline s 
h as grow n from  a se rie s of 
w ork sh ops w ith  asylum  se e k e rs 
and re fuge e s. Th e  aim  of th e se  
w ork sh ops h as be e n to sh are  
th e  sk ills ne e de d to produce  
such  a publication w ith in an 
ope n e nvironm e nt, w h e re  all 
h ave  an e q ual voice . An 
e sse ntial part of th is approach  
h as be e n th e  fact th at th e  
com pute r softw are  w e  h ave  
utilise d is 'ope n source ' 
softw are , w h ich  can be  
dow nloade d and installe d from  
th e  Inte rne t, fre e ly and le gally. 

O pe n source  softw are  is 
de ve lope d by com m unitie s of 
program m e rs w h o fre e ly sh are  
th e  com pute r code  th at th e y 
w ork  w ith . Th e  e th os th at lie s 
be h ind ope n source  softw are  is 
one  of com m unity and a be lie f 
th at if inform ation and 
re source s are  fre e ly sh are d it is 
to th e  be ne fit of all. W h e re as 
com panie s such  as M icrosoft 

Editorial
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k e e p th e ir com pute r code  
se cre t, as th is is th e  e sse nce  of 
th e  'product' th e y se ll, th e  ope n 
source  com m unity fre e ly give s 
its code  aw ay in a m anne r th at 
is counte r-intuitive  to th e  logic 
of th e  m ark e t.

Th e  tw o ope n source  softw are  
pack age s use d in th e  
construction of th is publication 
w e re  Scribus and Th e  Gim p. 
Scribus is a profe ssional q uality 
de sk top publish ing pack age  
w h ich  is starting to m ak e  
inroads w ith in th e  publish ing 
industry (w w w .scribus.org.uk ). 
Th e  Gim p is a pie ce  of im age  
e diting softw are , w h ich  e nable s 
use rs to digitally m anipulate  
ph otograph s and to produce  
h igh  q uality graph ics 
(w w w .gim p.org). 

Th e  collaborative  m ode l 
provide d by ope n source  
softw are  h as also prove d 
instructive  for th e  m anne r in 
w h ich  Borde rline s itse lf w as 
de ve lope d. Th e  m ajority of 
article s w e re  w ritte n th rough  
collaborative  proce sse s, 
typically involving th e  m e rging 
of ide ntitie s and th e  e rasure  of 
borde rs. In th is se nse , th e  aim  
of Borde rline s h as be e n to 
provide  a platform  for asylum  
se e k e rs and re fuge e s to e xpre ss 
th e ir e xpe rie nce s, w h ile  also 

de bunk ing th e  ste re otypical 
clich e s propagate d by 
politicians and th e  m e dia alik e . 
To ach ie ve  th is double  task , th e  
w ork  h e re in range s from  
journalistic inve stigation and 
analysis to sim ple  illustrations 
of th e  proble m s of e ve ryday life , 
from  visual im age s, sk e tch e s 
and ph otograph y, to graph ic 
de sign. 

Give n such  a range  of issue s, a 
publication of th is size  is 
ce rtainly not e nough ; th e re  is 
m uch  m ore  th at one  could, and 
sh ould, talk  about. H ow e ve r, w e  
h ope  th at, to som e  e xte nt, and 
on som e  le ve l, Borde rline s w ill 
contribute  and inspire  th e  
e rasure , th e  continual and 
gradual dissolution of th e  
divisions th at pre se ntly k e e p us 
se parate d from  e ach  oth e r, from  
ourse lve s, and from  a future  
w h e re  m ove m e nt, th e  ne ve r-
e nding rush  of life  is able  to 
e vade  and ove rrun th e  paranoid 
le gislature  of our divide d 
socie tie s.

Borde rline s Editorial Colle ctive
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On 4 April 2005, ne w  
asylum  proce dure s w e re  
introduce d. Am ong oth e rs, 
w e  inte rvie w e d Accre dite d 
Supe rvisor and Solicitor 
Gazala Rash id from  Sultan 
Lloyd Solicitors in 
Birm ingh am , w h o 
spe cialise s in asylum  and 
im m igration case s, to te ll 
us about th e se  ne w  
proce dure s.

Asylum  inte rvie w (s)
Th e  first stage  of th e  asylum  
proce ss is w h e n pe ople  pre se nt 
th e m se lve s to an Im m igration 
O ffice  claim ing asylum . Unaw are  
th at th is is th e  proce dure , m any 
asylum  se e k e rs e nd up re porting 
to th e  police , w h o se e m  to be  
incre asingly 'frustrate d' by asylum  
se e k e rs just arriving in th e  
country. Many of th e m  h ave  

re porte dly be e n le ft on th e ir ow n 
to ge t to th e  Im m igration O ffice , 
ne ve r m ind th e y don't spe ak  th e  
language  or don't h ave  any 
m one y. “W e 're  not a taxi se rvice ”, 
a police  office r told an asylum  
se e k e r in one  case .

Afte r tak ing th e ir ph otos, finge r 
prints and th e  lik e , pe ople  w ould 
be  scre e ne d about th e  w ay th e y 
cam e  and e nte re d th e  country. 
Base d on h ow  convincing th e y 
are , e m e rge ncy accom m odation is 
provide d. Pe ople  are  th e n give n 
e xte nsive  form s (calle d Se lf 
Evide nce  Form ) to fill in w ith  th e  
h e lp of a solicitor. SEF form s are  
also be ing ph ase d out and 
applicants are  dire ctly be ing 
inte rvie w e d by th e  H om e  O ffice . 

H aving com ple te d and se nt off th e  
Form  to th e  H om e  O ffice , an 
appointm e nt is m ade  for th e  m ain 
Asylum  Inte rvie w , usually in 
Live rpool or Croydon. It is 

Th e  Asylum  Proce ss: "In, O ut, O ff You Go!"



B o r d e r l i n e s

8 

basically a scre e ning proce ss 
th rough  w h ich  an im m igration 
office r goe s, in de tail, th rough  th e  
claim ant's story so as to de te rm ine  
w h e th e r h e  or sh e  is q ualifie d for 
asylum  (failing w h ich  
conside ration is give n to th e  
possible  granting of h um anitarian 
prote ction or discre tionary le ave ).

Up to 9 9 %  of asylum  claim s are  
alm ost autom atically dism isse d at 
th is stage . In som e  case s, re asons 
for re fusal are   q uite  arbitrary and 
contradictory. For, e xam ple , tw o 
pe ople  from  th e  sam e  country 
claim e d, se parate ly, th e y w e re  
m e m be rs of a banne d political 
organisation back  h om e . Both  got 
re fuse d, one  for failing to prove  h e  
w as a m e m be r (producing som e  
application form ), th e  oth e r, w h o 
did produce  a m e m be rsh ip 
application form , be cause  it w as 
suspe cte d a banne d organisation, 
ope rating in se cre t, w ould be  able  
to produce  such  form s! 

Appe al(s)
If an asylum  claim  is re fuse d by 
th e  H om e  Se cre tary, th e  claim ant 
is give n 10 w ork ing days to appe al 
against th e  de cision to th e  Asylum  
and Im m igration Tribunal (AIT). 
Approxim ate ly 10 w ork ing days 
afte r th e  appe al is lodge d, th e re  is 
th e n a Case  Re vie w  Manage m e nt 
H e aring (CRM H ). Alth ough  th is 
h e aring is a m atte r of basic 

h ouse k e e ping, pre viously m ore  or 
le ss de alt w ith  by w ay of w ritte n 
corre sponde nce  unde r th e  old 
First h e arings, a re pre se ntative  
m ust now  atte nd. Th is is se e n by 
som e  as “a w aste  of tim e ”.

Furth e r, 
approxi
m ate ly 
10 
w ork ing 
days 
afte r 
th e  
CRM H , 
th e re  is 
th e  full h e aring be fore  an 
im m igration judge   (w h at use d to 
be  calle d Adjudicator). “Th is 
m e ans solicitors h ave  only 3 
w e e k s to com pile  th e  case  afte r an 
appe al h as be e n lodge d’, e xplains 
M s Rash id. “Much  of th e  w ork  
th at ne e ds to be  done  include s 
gath e ring m e dical re ports, 
(furth e r) w itne ss state m e nts and 
possible  e xpe rt re ports. It use d to 
be  2 m onth s or so be fore  case s 
w e re  liste d, w h ich  allow e d us to 
pre pare   case s prope rly. It is so 
fast now. Th e re  is ve ry little  room  
for m anoe uvre  in th e  ne w  syste m . 
Th e  syste m  is be ing push e d to a 
h alt.”

If th e  adjudicator dism isse d th e  
case , th e re  w ould be  5 w ork ing 
days in w h ich  to re q ue st a re vie w  
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(by se nior im m igration judge s) at 
th e  AIT itse lf. H ow e ve r, unde r 
th e se  ne w  rule s solicitors can only 
re cove r th e ir costs if th e y w in or 
w e re  close  to w inning. O th e rw ise , 
if th e  case  is lost, solicitors don't 
ge t paid for th e ir w ork .

If th e  re vie w  is re fuse d, a furth e r 
application to th e  H igh  Court 
could be  lodge d, but w ith  a £400 
fe e . So, asylum  se e k e rs are  
de te rre d from  pursuing th is 
ave nue  as, in practice , th e y are  
unable  to pay th is fe e , give n 
asylum  se e k e rs are  proh ibite d from  
w ork ing. Th is fe e  can only be  
w aive d if th e  solicitor is doing th e  
appe al on a 'no w in no fe e ' basis, 
or for fre e .

“Th e  ne w  syste m  is trying to tak e  
solicitors’ costs aw ay, trying to 
dissuade  solicitors from  tak ing 
case s on or, at le ast, m ak ing it ve ry 
difficult to do so,” said M s Rash id. 
“Th e  num be r of appe als h ad 
dram atically re duce d as com pare d 
to th e  old syste m . I'm  sorry to say 
th at but it se e m s th e  prim ary 
m otive  is to discourage  pe ople  
from  com ing h e re .”

Accre ditation
Unde r th e  ne w  syste m , solicitors 
now  ne e d to be  accre dite d in orde r 
to w ork  w ith in im m igration. Th is 
h as le d to m any firm s be ing force d 
to close  th e ir de partm e nts, not 

only be cause  of be ing unable  to 
ach ie ve  accre ditation but be cause  
continuing w ith  th e  practice  of 
asylum  is sim ply not cost e ffe ctive . 
Le gal aid firm s w h o w e re  alre ady 
Quality m ark e d (franch ise d firm s) 
are  re gularly audite d at le ast once  
a ye ar. “It is lik e  re gulating th e  
re gulate d,” M s Rash id adds. “If th e  
aim  of accre ditation proce ss w as to 
e nsure  q uality advice , I be lie ve  th is 
could h ave  be e n ach ie ve d 
diffe re ntly as m any q uality 
advisors are  unable  to pass th e  
e xam s, not for lack  of k now le dge , 
but due  to th e  fact th at m any 
practitione rs h ave  be com e  
unfam iliar w ith  sitting e xam s.”

Funding
In April 2004 funding w as se ve re ly 
re duce d for im m igration and 
asylum  w ork . Be fore  th is, in 
asylum  case s, for e xam ple , th e  
costs lim it unde r Le gal H e lp w as 
£2000, and £1500 for Controlle d 
Le gal Re pre se ntation (CLR). Afte r 
4 April 2004, th e  lim it for Le gal 
H e lp w as re duce d to £262.75, 
e q uating to 5 h ours' w ork  in 
Birm ingh am , w ith  an e xtra £250 
for dispe rse m e nts, w h ile  th e  CLR 
lim it w as re duce d to £1200 (th is 
lim it curre ntly stands at £1600). 
Any e xte nsions to th e se  lim its 
w ould ne e d prior approval by th e  
LSC. Th is, again, incre ase d th e  
burde n of adm inistrative  w ork  for 
m any solicitors, de te rring m any 
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practitione rs from  continuing w ith  
th is are a of law  as it is sim ply not 
cost e ffe ctive . 

Conve ntions
It appe ars th at th e  significant 
ch ange s th at h ave  be e n m ade  to th e  
im m igration and asylum  syste m  
h ave  targe te d th e  m ost vulne rable . 
Th ose  w h o m anage  to re ach  our 
borde rs, m any of w h om  h ave  fle d 
th e ir countrie s for fe ar of 
pe rse cution and de ath , h ope  to find 
a ‘safe  h ave n’ in th e  UK.   

Th e  re ality, h ow e ve r, is th at pe ople  
are  incre asingly de te rre d from  
e nte ring th e  UK to claim  asylum . It 
se e m s fair to ask  w h e th e r th e  UK is 
in bre ach  of its obligations unde r 
th e  19 51 Re fuge e  Conve ntion and 
th e  19 50 Europe an Conve ntion. Th e  
num be r of asylum  applications 
continue s to fall, th ank s to th e  ne w  
proce dure s introduce d by th e  
Labour gove rnm e nt, such  as British  
im m igration office rs ope rating, in a 
pre ve ntative  m anne r, on Fre nch  soil.

“It re ally m ak e s you w onde r w h at 
th e  future  h olds for asylum , says M s 
Rash id. “Alth ough  th e  UK 
gove rnm e nt h as not pulle d out of 
th e  Ge ne va Conve ntion, th e  
dram atic cuts, re gulations and 
ch ange s to th e  syste m  are  th e  ne xt 
be st th ing. Im m igration and asylum , 
it se e m s, are  unde r constant attack  
com pare d to any oth e r are a of law. 

W e  sh all h ave  to w ait and se e  w h at 
th e  future  h olds for us all.”

Late st Asylum  Statistics
* Th e re  w e re  7,015 applications in 
Q1 2005, 17 pe r ce nt low e r th an in 
Q4 2004 (8,465) and 22 pe r ce nt 
low e r th an th e  corre sponding Q1 
2004 (8,9 40).
* Th e  top nationalitie s w e re  Iran 
(850), Iraq  (525) and Som alia 
(49 5).
* 8,045 initial de cisions w e re  in first 
q uarte r.
* 4 out of e ve ry 5 ne w  claim s are  
de cide d in tw o m onth s.
* Th e  num be r of case s aw aiting an 
initial de cision h as continue d to fall- 
8,700 case s at th e  e nd of March  
2005, com pare d to 17,500 at th e  
e nd of March  2004, and th e  low e st 
le ve l for a de cade .
* Six pe r ce nt of initial de cisions in 
Q1 w e re  grante d asylum , sligh tly 
h igh e r th an Q4 2004 (four pe r 
ce nt). Th e  proportion grante d 
h um anitarian prote ction or 
discre tionary le ave  de cre ase d from  
tw e lve  pe r ce nt to te n pe r ce nt. 
Eigh ty four pe r ce nt of initial 
de cisions w e re  re fusals, sligh tly 
low e r th an in Q4 2004 (85 pe r ce nt).
* 3,000 principal asylum  applicants 
w e re  re m ove d in th e  last q uarte r, 
four pe r ce nt m ore  th an th e  
pre vious q uarte r (289 5), te n pe r 
ce nt le ss th an in Q1 2004.
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Alaa is a law ye r from  a 
M iddle  Easte rn country. H e  
fle d h is country a couple  of 
m onth s ago fe aring for h is 
life  and safe ty from  a 
re pre ssive  re gim e . H e  
applie d for asylum  in th e  
UK and is still w aiting for 
h is fate  to be  de te rm ine d 
by th e  H om e  O ffice .H e re  
are  som e  page s from  h is 
diary, translate d from  
Arabic.

Monday, 16 May, 2005

I got up e arly th is m orning. It is, 
afte r all, th e  m ost im portant day of 
th e  w e e k , th e  day on w h ich  I 
usually colle ct m y gre at w e e k ly 
allow ance . As usual, I w alk e d all 
th e  w ay from  Brie rly H ill to 
Stourbridge  [w h e re  h e  colle cts h is 
m one y at th e  post office ], for it 
w ould be  an unne ce ssary luxury to 
catch  th e  bus. Th ank  Goodne ss th e  
w e ath e r w as nice .

I spe nt m ost of th e  day doing th e  
w e e k ly sh opping, touring around 
th is sh op and th at. W e ll, it w as just 
to k ill tim e , re ally, be cause  I k now  

e xactly w h at to buy and w h at you 
could ge t for 30 q uid. It’s not 
e nough  for s**t! 

Tue sday, 17 May
I h ad an appointm e nt w ith  m y GP 
at 10 AM  today. I got in at alm ost 
11, th ough . Eve ryth ing in th is 
country se e m s to re q uire  e ndle ss 
w aiting. W h e re  did th at “English  
punctuality” m yth  com e  from ? I 
com plaine d about m y stom ach  
proble m  and th e  doctor, 
unsurprisingly, advise d th at I 
sh ould stop sm ok ing. I h ave , 
inde e d, cut dow n since  I got h e re , 
but not for h e alth  conside rations, 
of course . 

I got to k now  to a ne w  ne igh bour 
on th e  w ay back . W e  h ad a little  
ch at about language s and culture s 
and stuff lik e  th at. I don’t re ally 
k now  h ow  w e  unde rstood e ach  
oth e r, give n m y brilliant English . A 
ve ry nice  guy!

W e dne sday, 18 May
It is th e  Library’s h oliday today, so 
no Inte rne t or ne w s. I w e nt for a 
w alk  and re -discove re d, for th e  
th ousand tim e , th e  sm all tow n and 
m ark e ts, w h e re  th e re  isn’t anyth ing 
to discove r, re ally. 

Diary: A w e e k  of an asylum  se e k e r’s 
life  in th e  UK
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Som e tim e s I th ink  th at proh ibiting 
asylum  se e k e rs from  w ork  isn’t all 
about m one y and e conom ics; it is 
probably m e ant to be  som e  sort of 
psych ological torture . O nce  you 
are  fe d up w ith  w orrying about 
your case , th e re  is noth ing th e re  
but e m ptine ss.

Th ursday, 19  May
Th e  landlady paid us a visit today. 
I couldn’t h e lp w onde ring, w h ile  
sh e  w as ch e ck ing th e  flat, h ow  
m uch  m one y th e y m ak e  from  us. 
NASS pe ople  h ave n’t 
paid us a visit for q uite  
a tim e . Not th at I w ish  
th e m  to do so, of 
course . Can you 
im agine  an 
appointm e nt from  9  AM  
to 5 PM?

Som e  Iraq i frie nds also 
calle d in th e  e ve ning. 
Lots of pe ople  for one  
day! I’ve  com e  to sort of 
h ate  th e ir visits, th ough . All th e y 
talk  about is asylum  and asylum  
se e k e rs.

Friday, 20 May
I trie d a ne w  re cipe  of m y ow n 
inve ntion today. I scre w e d up 
e ve ryth ing -- a com ple te  w aste  of 
m one y.

Friday, e ve ning
Just finish e d w atch ing a nice  film . 

W e ll, I didn’t re ally unde rstand 
e ve ryth ing, but it w as ve ry 
m oving. I w ish  I k ne w  English  
be tte r. Th e re  w ouldn’t be  any 
f***ing course s available  be fore  
ne xt Se pte m be r, and I can’t, 
appare ntly, afford going to 
Birm ingh am  e ve ryday. I h e ard 
som e  colle ge s provide  stude nts 
w ith  bus passe s, but h ave n’t 
m anage d to find one  ye t.

Saturday, 21 May
Cle aning up and h ouse w ork .

In th e  e ve ning, I w e nt 
out for a w alk . It w as 
nice  w atch ing pe ople  
clubbing and h aving 
fun. I don’t drink  
m yse lf, but it w ould be  
nice  to go out som e  
tim e  in th e  ne ar future .

Sunday, 22 May
I h ad a bad dre am  
ye ste rday. Can’t 
re m e m be r it, but it w as 

de finite ly h orrible .

I h ate  Sundays. Th e y re m ind m e  of 
our Fridays [th e  Islam ic w e e k e nd]: 
noth ingne ss. W e ll, days are n’t th at 
diffe re nt now /h e re , but still…

P.S. Eve ry w e e k , alm ost th e  sam e  e ve nts 
and w ords are  re pe ate d. Th e re  isn’t th at 
m uch , re ally, for an asylum  se e k e r to e xpe ct 
until (s)h e  is e ith e r grante d asylum  or, God 
forbid, de porte d back  h om e .
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Figure  1 - A typical sh opping re ce ipt.

Figure  2 - A typical asylum  se e k e r's 
sh opping re ce ipt.

Figure  3 - Th e  am ount of m one y a 
typical asylum  se e k e r re ce ive s pe r 
w e e k .
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Forgotte n Que stions about 
Asylum  and Im m igration

It is unfortunate  th at all 
talk  conce rning 
im m igration and asylum  in 
th e  tabloid m e dia te nds to 
focus only upon taxpaye rs' 
m one y and conce ptions of 
'le gal' and 'ille gal' asylum  
se e k e rs, ignoring or 
conce aling th e  de e pe r and 
m ore  im portant q ue stions 
be h ind th e se  h istorical 
ph e nom e na.

A m ore  'h um ane ' approach  w ould, 
pe rh aps, ask  w h y 'th e se  pe ople  
com e  h e re ' in th e  first place . For it 
m ust, inde e d, be  com pe lling 
re asons th at w ould drive  som e one  
to le aving th e ir h om e , fam ily  and 
com m unity, in sh ort of all th e  
social and e conom ic ne tw ork s 
upon w h ich  pe ople  ge ne rally 
de pe nd for surviving.

It se e m s fair to sugge st th at such  
com pe lling re asons are , at root, 
involve d w ith  a lack  of h um an 
se curity, w h ich , in e sse nce , m e ans 
safe ty for pe ople  from  both  viole nt 
and non-viole nt th re ats. It is an 
alte rnative  w ay of se e ing th e  
w orld, tak ing pe ople  as its point of 

re fe re nce , rath e r th an focusing 
e xclusive ly on te rritorial or 
gove rnm e nt se curity. 

Th e  range  of pote ntial th re ats to 
h um an se curity sh ould not be  
narrow ly conce ive d. W h ile  th e  
safe ty of pe ople  is obviously at 
grave  risk  in situations of arm e d 
conflict, a h um an se curity 
approach  is not sim ply 
synonym ous w ith  h um anitarian 
action. It h igh ligh ts th e  ne e d to 
addre ss th e  root cause s of 
inse curity and to h e lp e nsure  
pe ople 's future  safe ty. It w ould 
th e n be  re asonable  to ask  w h o is 
re sponsible  for th e se  inse cure  
situations pe ople  are  force d into.

Pove rty/global e conom y

A m yth  ofte n propagate d w ith  
re gard to globalisation, is th at it is 
ine vitable  and uncontrollable , th at 
th e  be st w e  can h ope  to do is play 
by it's rule s. Give n th e  ne tw ork  of 
inte rnational tre atie s th at gove rn 
th e  w ork ings of th e  global 
e conom y, as w e ll as th e  activitie s 
of th e  G8, th e  IMF, th e  W TO  and 
th e ir corporate  lobby groups, w ith  
th e  continual re w riting and 
re w ork ing of th e se  tre atie s, th e  
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im pre ssion th at our e conom ic 
syste m  is, in som e  w ay, 
autonom ous and se lf-m anaging is 
absurd. It is, h ow e ve r, an 
absurdity th at w ork s to th e  
advantage  of th ose  w h o are  h e ld 
by th e  draw  of pow e r.

Anoth e r m yth  th at h as long 
surrounde d globalisation goe s th at 
it is uniq ue  in its ability to raise  
th e  living standard of e ve ryone  on 
e arth . H ow e ve r, in re ality, th e  
e xte nt of pove rty, in rich  and poor 
countrie s alik e , is on th e  rise , and 
so is th e  gap be tw e e n th ose  
countrie s at th e  top of th e  w e alth  
ladde r and th ose  at th e  bottom . 
More ove r, th e  ch ance s th at th is 
e xte nsive  pove rty could be  
e lim inate d se e m  to be  ve ry low , 
give n th at th is pove rty coincide s 
w ith  large  and grow ing ine q uality 
of both  incom e  and w e alth , 
ine q ualitie s ingraine d in th e  law s 
of m otion of capitalism .

Alth ough  th e re  is gre at pove rty 
and ine q uality in th e  rich e st 
country, th is cannot com pare  to 
th e  le ve ls of both  of th e se  to be  
found in th e  vast m ajority of th e  
w orld’s e conom ie s, w h ich  are  both  
capitalist and poor. Th e  W orld 
Bank  e stim ate s th e  num be r of 
pe rsons in diffe re nt countrie s and 
in th e  w orld as a w h ole  w h o 
subsist on le ss th an $1 and $2 pe r 
day. In Nige ria, for e xam ple , in th e  

e arly 19 9 0s, 9 0.8%  of th e  
population live d on $2 pe r day or 
le ss; in India th e  figure  w as 86.2%  
in 19 9 7. In a w orld population of 
som e  6 billion pe rsons, th e  W orld 
Bank  e stim ate s th at 2.8 billion 
survive  on $2 pe r day or le ss 
(about 45%); 1.2 billion live d on 
$1 (about 20%) pe r day or le ss.

Mainstre am  e conom ists h ave  
argue d th at th e  poor nations are  
sim ply on a low  rung of a 
‘de ve lopm e nt ladde r’, and th at 
ove r tim e , e spe cially if th e y adopt 
'fre e  m ark e t' principle s (basically 
th e  e lim ination of all barrie rs to 
th e  fre e dom  of e m ploye rs to try to 
m ak e  m one y, such  as prote ctive  
trade  barrie rs, prote ctive  labour 
law s, subsidie s to th e  poor, public 
e nte rprise s, and lim itations on th e  
sale  of land), th e y w ill be com e  
rich  countrie s too. Th is h ypoth e sis 
is difficult to de m onstrate . W h ile  a 
ve ry fe w  form e rly poor nations, 
m ostly in Asia, h ave  be com e  
re lative ly rich  one s (South  Kore a, 
for e xam ple ), m ost h ave  re m aine d 
poor.

Give n all of th is, it is difficult not 
to conclude  th at ine q uality, both  
w ith in and am ong nations, m ust 
be  e nde m ic to capitalism . It is not 
ve ry h ard to se e  w h y. W e alth  in a 
capitalist e conom y is une ve nly 
divide d by de finition: Capitalism  
is an e conom ic syste m  in w h ich  
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th e  non-h um an m e ans of 
production (w h at m ainstre am  
e conom ists call 'capital') are  
ow ne d by a sm all m inority of all 
pe rsons. W e alth  ine q uality in a 
m ark e t e conom y m ust, again as a 
conse q ue nce  of th e  nature  of th e  
syste m , ge ne rate  incom e  
ine q uality.

Arm e d conflicts/arm s 
industry

It is a w e ll k now n fact th at th e  so-
calle d First W orld countrie s are  
re sponsible  for th e   m ajority of 
w e apons production – a h igh ly 
profitable , h e avily subsidise d and 
unde r-re gulate d busine ss. Th e  G8 
(US, UK, France , Ge rm any, Italy, 
Japan, Canada &  Russia) account 
for around 85%  of th e  global arm s 
trade  and, be tw e e n 19 9 7 and 
2001, at le ast tw o th irds of th e  
w orld's arm s de als cam e  from  just 
five  G8 countrie s. Ye t, th e se  
countrie s are  th e  le ast affe cte d by 
th e  use  of arm s. O f th e  150 w ars 
fough t be tw e e n 19 45 and th e  m id 
19 9 0s, m ore  th an 9  out of 10 
w e re  in th e  'de ve loping' w orld. 
Th e  ove rw h e lm ing m ajority of 
pe ople  k ille d or injure d by 
w e apons are  poor. 

Unlik e  alm ost e ve ry oth e r 
industry, th e  arm s trade  is not 
subje ct to any inde pe nde nt 
m onitoring – scarce ly be lie vable  

give n th e  h e avy re gulations on 
food and m e dical drugs. Th at is, 
basically, be cause  w e apons 
production and gove rnm e nt are  
ofte n de e ply inte rm e sh e d. In 
m any G8 countrie s, th e re  is a 
'm ilitary-industrial com ple x' w h e re  
state  subsidie s support arm s 
com panie s and arm s com panie s 
e xe rcise  e xce ssive  political 
influe nce . In th e  UK, 600 civil 
se rvants w ork  for th e  arm s trade , 
paid for by th e  gove rnm e nt, 
th rough  th e  D e fe nce  Export 
Se rvice s O rganisation (DESO ), a 
se ctor of th e  MoD w h ose  obje ctive  
is to h e lp th e  arm s industry se ll 
ove rse as.

O ne  of th e  bigge st corporations in 
th e  UK is BAE Syste m s plc, a 
global arm s com pany w ith  
inte re sts also in civilian avionics 
and e ngine e ring. Th e  com pany, 
dire ctly e m ploying ove r 100,000 
pe ople , is pre se nt in five  
contine nts, w ith  custom e rs in 129  
countrie s, and its orde r book  at 
th e  e nd of th e  ye ar 2000 totalle d 
£41 billion. Its bigge st rivals are  
th e  US com panie s Lock h e e d 
Martin and Boe ing, as w e ll as th e  
Europe an syndicate  EADS Inc, 
w h ich  form e d w h e n BAE acq uire d 
GEC.

BAE Syste m s h as com m itte d an 
im pre ssive  am ount of ‘corporate  
crim e s’ (for de tails se e  



B o r d e r l i n e s

17

w w w .corporate w atch .org.uk ). Its 
arm s sale s to Indone sia, w h ich  w as 
rule d by th e  vicious US-back e d 
Suh arto re gim e  and is still 
gove rne d by a corrupt and 
unde m ocratic syste m , in w h ich  th e  
m ilitary re tains a large  portion of 
pow e r. Th e se  arm s -particularly 
H aw k  je ts- h ave  be e n re pe ate dly 
use d in inte rnal re pre ssion since  
19 78, e spe cially in East Tim or. 

Th e  UK sold £84 m illion w orth  of 
arm s to Turk e y in 19 9 8, m ost of 
w h ich  cam e  dire ctly from  th e  BAE 
Syste m s. Th e  orde rs for th at ye ar, 
w h ich  w as large ly typical, include d 
tank  turre ts, m ilitary com pone nts 
and torpe doe s. Th e  proble m , of 
course , is th at Turk e y is an 
oppre ssive  re gim e  w ith  an 
appalling h um an righ ts re cord. It 
routine ly use s its m ilitary 
e q uipm e nt to oppre ss and k ill 
Kurds and oth e r e th nic m inoritie s.

Britain and Russia are  both  
accuse d of supplying w e aponry 
and te ch nology to Sudan during 
th e  re ce nt conflict in th e  south e rn 
part of th e  country. France  h as 
be e n supplying, th rough  th e  
Fre nch  oil giant Elf, w e apons to 
both  m ain partie s in th e  conflict in 
th e  Congo. 

Arm s purch ase s do not m e re ly 
w aste  scarce  re source s, but also 
aggravate  inte rnational te nsions, 
ge ne rating m utual suspicion and 

h ostility. Th e  e sse nce  of th is traffic 
is th e  alliance  be tw e e n W e ste rn 
arm s com panie s and local m ilitary 
inte re sts, w h ich  re pe ate dly sh ow  
th at th e y can m anipulate  e ve n 
de m ocratic politicians into 
ne e dle ss e xtravagance s.

Re pre ssive  re gim e s/th e  
W e st's inte re sts

Tony Blair claim s to be  prioritising 
Africa's proble m s and clim ate  
ch ange  at th e  upcom ing G8 
sum m it in Scotland. It is h ard to 
se e  h ow  h e , and h is fe llow  le ade rs, 
can do th is w ith out addre ssing th e  
significant link s in m any African 
countrie s be tw e e n th e  de m and for 
natural re source s, such  as oil and 
gas, and th e  supply of w e apons. As 
w e  said, all G8 countrie s are  guilty 
of supplying w e apons, sm all arm s 
or torture  e q uipm e nt to th e  African 
countrie s th e y de pe nd on for 
supplie s of fossil fue ls and oth e r 
raw  m ate rials. 

British  Pe trole um  (BP) is one  of 
th e  barom e te r com panie s of th e  
British  e conom y. More  th an 70%  of 
th e  com pany's profits are  
ge ne rate d in Europe  and th e  
Unite d State s, but th e  com pany is 
also pre ssing ah e ad w ith  ne w  
e xploration and production 
ope rations in Africa, South  
Am e rica, Asia and th e  Caspian se a.
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BP h as inte re sts in Ch ina as w e ll, 
w ith  both  its oil and ch e m icals 
divisions ope rating in th e  country. 
Ke e n to capture  a slice  of th e  
grow ing Ch ine se  e ne rgy m ark e t, it 
h as inve ste d $580 m illion in 
Pe troch ina, Ch ina's large st oil 
com pany, a subsidiary of th e  state -
ow ne d Ch ina National Pe trole um  
Corporation. Pe troch ina is accuse d 
of profiting from  h um an righ ts 
abuse s in Tibe t and Sudan. Since  
19 9 8, Ch ina h as be e n th e  large st 
supplie r of w e apons to th e  
Sudane se  Re gim e  in Kh artoum . 
Th e  w ar against th e  local 
populations of South e rn Sudan 
h as be e n fough t w ith  th e  goal of 
de populating th e  oil re gions. 
Innum e rable  pe ople  h ave  alre ady 
be e n k ille d and te ns of th ousands 
h ave  fle d or are  fle e ing be cause  of 
th e  'burnt-e arth  politics' practise d 
by th e  gove rnm e nt.

Anoth e r good e xam ple  is Libya. 
Afte r Tony Blair’s ‘h istoric’ visit to 
th e  pre viously 'rogue ' country on 
25 March , 2004, Libya w as 
w e lcom e d back  into th e  
inte rnational com m unity afte r 
long ye ars of inte rnational 
isolation. Th e  UN Se curity Council 
h ad vote d in Se pte m be r, 2003, to 
lift th e  e conom ic sanctions, w h ich  
w e re  im pose d in 19 9 2 in an e ffort 
to force  Libya to h and ove r th e  
fam ous Lock e rbie  bom bing 
suspe cts. 

All of a sudde n, all th at pre vious 
rh e toric about h um an righ ts 
violations and supporting 
te rrorism  w as forgotte n, and 
Libyan asylum  se e k e rs are  now  
m ore  lik e ly to be  re fuse d and 
de porte d back  h om e  as th e  re gim e  
is not 'rogue ' any m ore ! Libya h as 
e ve n be e n ‘com m issione d’ by th e  
EU to proce ss asylum  applications, 
from  oth e r African countrie s, on 
its soil inste ad of ‘both e ring w ith  
th e m  h e re ’, ne ve r m ind th e  grave  
conce rns inte rnational h um an 
righ ts organisations h ave  raise d.

It is k now n th at as th e  Prim e  
M iniste r and th e  Colone l sh ook  
h ands, it w as announce d th at 
Anglo-Dutch  oil giant Sh e ll h ad 
signe d a de al w orth  up to £550m  
for gas e xploration righ ts off th e  
Libyan coast. In addition to Sh e ll, 
oth e r British  firm s h ave  alre ady 
be gun tapping th e  opportunitie s in 
Libya, including de fe nce  
contractor BAE Syste m s, w h ich  
de clare d it w as in talk s ove r 
aviation proje cts. Ne e dle ss to say, 
Libya's first auction of oil and gas 
e xploration lice nce s, in January 
2005, h e ralde d th e  re turn of US 
e ne rgy com panie s for th e  first 
tim e  in m ore  th an 20 ye ars.

Asylum  Politics

O n 22 July 2004, th e  m ost re ce nt 
pie ce  of British  asylum  and 
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im m igration le gislation re ce ive d 
royal asse nt, furth e r e xte nding th e  
le gal fram e w ork  th at re gulate s 
im m igrants and asylum  se e k e rs in 
th e  UK. As an are a of British  law , 
im m igration and asylum  h as 
re ce ive d an alm ost unpre ce de nte d 
am ount of le gislation re ce ntly, th e  
late st Act be ing th e  fifth  in only 
e le ve n ye ars. Th is 'le gislative  
incontine nce ' re fle cts th e  gre at 
inte re st and political im portance  
m ade  of th e  im m igration and 
asylum  issue . It is an are a th at h as 
se e n not only incre dible  dom e stic 
focus but also m uch  atte ntion at 
EU le ve l w h e re  th e re  are  m ove s 
tow ards incre ase d Europe an co-
ope ration and m anage m e nt.

Gove rnm e nts h ave  incre asingly 
tigh te ne d borde r controls and, 
w ith in a conte xt of h igh ly 
politicise d and m e dia-fue lle d m oral 
panic and fe ar, de signe d 
incre asingly punitive  and 
draconian re gulations against 
m igrants. And de spite  th e se  
incre asingly tigh t im m igration 
controls, th e  num be rs of m igrants, 
including asylum  se e k e rs and 
re fuge e s, h as re m aine d rough ly 
constant ove r th e  past 20 ye ars. 

Th e  global e conom ic and political 
syste m  w ith in w h ich  w e  live  is a 
syste m  th at conce ntrate s e conom ic 
pow e r in th e  h ands of sm all e lite s, 
w h o are  conve rse ly, bound to re ly, 

to a gre ate r or le sse r e xte nt, upon 
th e  e xploitation and 
im pove rish m e nt of th e  m ajority of 
pe ople . It is a syste m  th at is 
intrinsically caugh t up in and 
de pe nde nt upon m ilitarisation. As 
a re sult, pe ople  are  syste m atically 
de nie d th e  ability to support 
th e m se lve s, and are  place d into 
positions of inse curity, w h e re  th e y 
are  unable  to e njoy th e  conditions 
unde r w h ich  th e y are  fre e  from  
fe ar and w ant. Is it m e re ly an irony 
th at th e  corporate  m e dia pre fe r to 
turn on th e se  alre ady disposse sse d 
pe ople , to scape goat, ste re otype  
and blam e  th e m  for th e  proble m s 
th at th is sam e  e conom ic and 
political syste m  cause s?

BU ILD ING  A SAFE , JU ST
AND TO LERANT SO CIETY?
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Re fuge e s for Re fuge e s
Th is article  focuse s on th e  
invaluable  w ork  of 
voluntary re fuge e  and 
asylum  se e k e r groups. Th e  
ne e d for th e se  groups 
h igh ligh ts gaping are as 
w h e re  support from  th e  
alre ady ove rw ork e d 
funde d organisations is 
not available .

Lik e  m any oth e r com m unity 
organisations, Cite  Ce le ste  w as se t 
up to pick  up th e  pie ce s le ft from  
th e  gove rnm e nt's asylum  policy 
and h e lp provide  inte gration and 
support for th e  Fre nch -spe ak ing 
com m unity. H e re  is th e  h istory and 
m otivations of Cite  Ce le ste  in th e ir 
w ords:

Be fore  it w as se t up, w e  did a 
surve y about th e  ne e ds of th e  
Francoph one  com m unity, be cause  
language  is a big barrie r for pe ople  
th at spe ak  Fre nch  to inte grate  into 
British  socie ty. Afte r th e  surve y it 
be cam e  cle ar th at it w as ne ce ssary 
to cre ate  an organisation to h e lp 
th e  Francoph one  com m unity, and 
so Cite  Ce le ste  w as form e d on 4th  
O ctobe r 2001, w ith  th e  aim  is to 
provide  advice  and raise  
aw are ne ss of issue s facing ne w  
arrivals in th e  UK.

Cite  Ce le ste  provide s advice  on 
im m igration, h e alth  , h ousing, 
e m ploym e nt,  e ducation and 
training. W e  also organise  culture  
e ve nts and prom oting busine ss for 
our com m unity.  

Th e  logo is a butte rfly, be cause  a 
butte rfly ch ange s state  from  be ing 
a Cate rpillar. A Cate rpillar is 
fragile ; it is vune rable , m uch  lik e  
w h e n a pe rson first arrive s from  
afar and face s proble m s applying 
for asylum . W e  h e lp pe ople  
be com e  fre e , to be com e  
butte rflie s. 

Th e  nam e  Cite  Ce le ste  m e ans 
'h e ave nly city' or Ce le ste  city. W e  
h ope  th at pe ople  w h o se e k  re fuge  
w ould find a ple nty of love  and 
com passion from  th ose  w h o 'h ost' 
th e m , be cause  if w h at such  pe ople  
ne e d m ost is to be  conside re d as 
h um an be ings and h ave  th e ir 
h um an righ ts re spe cte d.
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Marie 's story
Marie  h ad just arrive d in th e  
country from  th e  D e m ocratic 
Re public of Congo (DRC) w ith out 
k now ing anyone . W e  found h e r at 
D igbe th  Coach  Station in th e  
e ve ning. Sh e  w as luck y w e  spok e  
Fre nch . 

W e  found h e r a be d for th e  nigh t. 
In th e  m orning w e  took  h e r to th e  
Im m igration O ffice  in Solih ull and 
h e lpe d e xplain h e r situation to th e  
Im m igration O ffice r. O th e r asylum  
se e k e rs h ave  to do th is w ith out 
support, ofte n w alk ing to Solih ull 
from  Birm ingh am  if th e y don't 
h ave  m one y for th e  bus.

W e  gave  h e r our ph one  num be r 
and, afte r 2 days, sh e  ph one d us 
saying sh e 'd be e n se nt to a h oste l 
in Edgbaston. W e  visite d h e r th e re  
to find h e r e ve n m ore  scare d. Sh e  
sh ow e d us h e r Se lf Evide nce  Form  
and oth e r asylum  pape rs. W e  th e n 
took  h e r to th e  Cite  Ce le ste  office  
and provide d h e lp finding a 
solicitor and an inte rpre te r.

H e r case  w as be ing proce sse d and 
w ould tak e  q uite  a w h ile . So, 
m e anw h ile , w e  provide d support 
by h e lping h e r e nrol at City 
Colle ge  to le arn English . Sh e  also 
be cam e  part of our com m unity, La 
Gloire , w h ich  is a ch urch  group.

Afte r 6 m onth s, h e r claim  w as 

re fuse d. H e r first solicitor w as 
unw illing to carry on w ith  h e r 
appe al. A se cond solicitor w as 
found and sh e  w as e ve ntually 
grate d le ave  to stay. Paradoxiacally, 
a succe ssful claim  could som e tim e s 
re sult in a vulne rable  situation. For 
e xam ple , sh e  w as give n only 14 
days to e vacuate  th e  NASS 
accom odation and find anoth e r 
room .
Marie  h ad a frie nd w h o w as able  
to assist h e r in th is difficult tim e . 
O th e r asylum  se e k e rs are  not so 
luck y. Som e  pe ople  can be  stuck  as 
a cate rpillar for 3 ye ars be fore  
be com ing  butte rflie s.

H e nri's Story
I cam e  to th is country in De ce m be r 
2002, fle e ing th e  political re gim e  
in DRC. I claim e d asylum  once  I 
arrive d in Birm ingh am , and w as 
h e lpe d by Cite  Ce le ste . Th e y found 
m e  a solicitor and took  m e  to 
Solih ull to th e  Im m igration O ffice .

Com m itte  m em b e rs of Cite  Cele ste  
at Re fuge e  W e e k  2004
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O n 8 January 2003, a ne w  law  
cam e  into force  re m oving support 
from  asylum  se e k e rs w h o don't 
claim  asylum  im m e diate ly upon 
arrival. I w e nt to th e  solicitors, but 
th e y w e re  fully book e d and told 
m e  to com e  back  in January. I 
w e nt to th e  Re fuge e  Council and 
w as accom adate d in a h oste l in 
Mose le y. Th e y didn't give  us any 
cash  but food w as provide d. I h ad 
no pape rs e ith e r so couldn't e nrol 
w ith  colle ge . O n 7th  January I h ad 
an appointm e nt w ith  th e  solicitor 
and m y asylum  pape rs h ad not 
be e n se nt off ye t. Th e y w e re  se nt 
on 8th  January, just in tim e . I w as 
ve ry luck y, one  of th e  last one s 
be fore  th e  ne w  law  cam e  into 
force .

Afte r 4 m onth s I w as se nt to 
Live rpool for th e  inte rvie w . Th e  
ow ne r of th e  h oste l took  m e . I 
didn't h ave  an inte rpre te r but back  
in m y country I le arne d basic 
English  so w as able  to ge t th rough  
th e  inte rvie w . Afte r a m onth  or so, 
I re cie ve d a le tte r at th e  h oste l. My 
claim  w as re fuse d. I h ad be e n 
arre ste d and de taine d in DRC, so 
m y case  w as pre tty strong. My 
solicitor w as suprise d th at it w as 
re fuse d and lodge d an appe al on 
m y be h alf. Today, in June  2005, I 
am  still 'h oping' to h e ar back  
w h e th e r m y appe al w as acce pte d 
or not. I h ave n't be e n se nt any 
le tte r or re cie ve d a ph one  call. I 

calle d th e  H om e  O ffice  and th e y 
said th e  appe al is still pe nding.

W h at if th e y say I h ave  no righ t to 
stay in th is country? My fam ily are  
dispe rse d. e ve n if I w e nt back , 
w h e re  w ould I go?

You w ould e xpe ct a de cision 
w ith in 2 ye ars, w ouldn't you? It is 
a long tim e  to be  le ft in th e  dark . I 
still live  on NASS e m e rge ncy 
support.  To give  an e xam ple  of 
th e  inse curity w e  asylum  se e k e rs 
face , I got a le tte r from  NASS in 
May 2004 saying th at I sh ould go 
and live  in Stok e -on-Tre nt. I've  
be e n living in Birm ingh am  for tw o 
ye ars and a h alf. I got m arrie d in 
2003 and h ad ch ildre n, and w as 
studying Music Te ch nology. Th e re  
w as no w ay I w as going to le ave  
all th is be h ind so I told th e m  
"Ne ve r!"

Th e y said th at if I don't m ove  th e n 
I w ill h ave  now h e re  to live . I 
prote ste d about th is to th e  Re fuge e  
Council and th e y e ncourage d m e  
to m ove  to Stok e . I w as conce rne d 
th at m y studie s w ould be  affe cte d 
if th is h appe ne d, but th e y 
sugge ste d th at I start m y course  
again in Stok e .

I prote ste d at both  th e  h oste l 
w h e re  I w as living and at th e  
Re fuge e  Council. My colle ge  
supporte d m e  w ith  le tte rs pointing 
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out th e  disruption th at m oving 
w ould cause . Th e  pre ssure  paid off 
and NASS re le nte d.

In th e  m e antim e , I volunte e re d 
w ith  Cite  Ce le ste , h e lping ne w  
arrivals. I now  tak e  pe ople  to 
Live rpool, w h e re  I once  ne e de d 
h e lp, inte rpre ting for th e m  and 
offe ring h e lp and advice

Afte r com ple ting m y course , I 
gaine d a D iplom a in Music 
Te ch nology and, w ith  th e  sk ills 
gaine d, I h ave  m ade  a Gospe l 
m usic CD, w h ich  I am  h oping to 
re le ase  soon. 

Voluntary groups: vital 
se rvice , no re cognition
W e  re ce ive  no support from  th e  
H om e  O ffice  or Councils. W e  
provide  a vital se rvice  sim ilar to 
Citize ns Advice  Bure au (CAB), 
e xce pt th at w e  don't ge t any 
funding. W e  do it be cause  w e  w ant 
to h e lp pe ople . W h e n th e y arrive  
th e y are  on th e ir ow n Island e ve n 
w ith in a com m unity. 

(Cite  Ce le ste  addre ss and contact 
num be rs: W ardlow  Road Ce ntre , 
W ardlow  Road, Ne ch e lls, 
Birm ingh am  B7 4JH , Em ail: 
cite ce le ste @ h otm ail.com , Te l: 0121 
464 3557/3558, Fax: 0121 464 
29 9 8)

Picnic organise d by Cite  Cele ste  
in sum m e r 2002
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W ork ing it O ut: Asylum  Se e k e rs and W ork
It is w ide ly acce pte d th at 
‘e conom ic m igration’ 
occurs in re sponse  to 
labour de m and in rich e r 
countrie s. Europe  and 
North  Am e rica do ne e d 
fore ign labour to do jobs 
th at th e  native s h ave  
ce ase d to be  w illing to do. 
Th e  m yth  th at im m igrants "ste al 
our jobs" is totally unfounde d. In 
fact, im m igrants and re fuge e s to 
Britain h ave  h istorically sh ore d up 
crum bling and unde r-staffe d 
infrastructure , particularly th e  
transport and h e alth  se ctors. 

O n th e  oth e r h and, im m igrants' 
re m ittance s (m one y se nt to h om e  
country) form  one  of th e  large st 
flow s of re source s in th e  w orld 
today. Th e  am ounts involve d are  
difficult to e stim ate  be cause  
re m ittance s are  ofte n m ade  
th rough  unofficial ch anne ls and 
not re corde d in th e  statistics. 
H ow e ve r, th e  W orld Bank  official 
figure  for re m ittance s is h igh e r 
th an th e  figure s for fore ign aid.

Alth ough  not pe rfe ct, re m ittance s 
h ave  se ve ral be ne fits. Th e y are  not 
th e  re sult of any 'ch arity' from  rich  
countrie s, but are  th e  product of 
th e  m igrants th e m se lve s. Th e y are  

unconditional, unlik e  aid from  th e  
W orld Bank  and IMF, and do not 
h ave  to be  re paid. In th e  curre nt 
une q ual state  of th e  w orld, 
re m ittance s are  possibly one  of th e  
be st m e ch anism s curre ntly 
available  for re distributing th e  
w orld's incom e  in favour of poore r 
countrie s.

Since  July 2002, h ow e ve r, asylum  
se e k e rs com ing into Britain are  not 
allow e d to w ork . Asylum  se e k e rs 
re ce ive  th e  e q uivale nt of just 70%  
of th e  basic Incom e  Support rate s, 
re garde d by th e  Gove rnm e nt itse lf 
as th e  m inim um  re q uire d to live  
on. Th at m e ans th e y are  force d to 
live  up to 30%  be low  th e  pove rty 
line . 

Give n all th is, is it so strange  th at 
m any asylum  se e k e rs se e k  to w ork  
in th e  black  m ark e t to fe e d 
th e m se lve s?

Paul, 33, cam e  from  th e  Ivory 
Coast 3 ye ars ago, fle e ing 
pe rse cution and ill-tre atm e nt at th e  
h ands of th e  auth oritie s. All th is 
tim e , h e  w asn't calle d for an 
asylum  inte rvie w  until re ce ntly. 
Afte r 3 ye ars, h ow e ve r, h e  h ad h is 
inte rvie w  but h is asylum  claim  w as 
re fuse d. H is solicitor th e n re fuse d 
to tak e  on th e  case  as "it w as too 
old and th e re  w as no e vide nce ." 
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H is NASS be ne fits w e re  cut off and 
h e  h ad to le ave  h is 
accom m odation. Luck ily, h e  
m anage d to find anoth e r solicitor 
to appe al for h im  but ne e de d to 
pay th e  £800 fe e s. H aving be e n 
h e re  for 3 ye ars, h e  h as built up a 
ne tw ork  of support and w as able  to 
obtain fak e  pape rs th at allow e d 
h im  to w ork . H e  took  a job in a 
factory w ith  a good w age  and w as 
soon able  to pay th e  solicitor and 
live  a re asonably de ce nt life .

H ow e ve r, th is is q uite  rare ; m ost 
pe ople  are  force d into ille gal 
unde rground e conom y, at th e  
m e rcy of unscrupulous e m ploye rs 
and e m ploym e nt age ncie s. In fact, 
e ntire  se ctors, such  as fruit pick ing 
and food pack ing, are  com ple te ly 
de pe nde nt on ille gal w ork e rs. 

Muh annad, an Iraq i faile d asylum  
se e k e r, h as be e n w ork ing in fruit 
and ve ge table  pick ing in th e  
Birm ingh am  are a for alm ost a ye ar 
now . “I've  w ork e d in m any m any 
farm s, h e  says, apple s, pe as, 
onions.. e ve ryth ing!” “It's pre tty 
h ard in w inte r,” h e  adds, “And, of 
course , th e re 's no w ork  on rainy 
days.” 

W e  ask  h im  if th e  e m ploye rs k now  
th e y are  proh ibite d from  w ork , and 
h e  says: “of course  th e y do! Most 
of th e  pe ople  w h o w ork  in th e se  
farm s are  asylum  se e k e rs. Th e re  
are  a fe w  w h o are  im m igrants as 

w e ll, e spe cially Pak istani.” 

Th e  w ork  w ould norm ally start at 6 
or 7 in th e  m orning, th e n non-stop 
till th e  sun se ts. Som e tim e s th e y 
ge t le ss th an £3 pe r h our. “W ith  
pe as, for e xam ple , e xplains 
Muh annad, you ge t 4 q uid pe r 
bask e t, w h ich  could som e tim e s 
tak e  m ore  th an 2 h ours to fill, 
de pe nding on th e  size  of th e  pe a.” 
O ut of th at £20 or £30 th e y m ak e  a 
day, th e y h ave  to pay £5 e ach  to 
th e  'drive r', w h o is usually th e  
pe rson w h o tak e s th e m  to w ork  in 
h is van and arrange s e ve ryth ing 
w ith  th e  e m ploye r.

Th is ch e ap labour in farm s, as w e ll 
as th at in food proce ssing plants, is 
one  of th e  re asons w h y UK 
supe rm ark e ts are  able  to offe r such  
low  food price s.  All ove r th e  
country, food com panie s are  
e m ploying ille gal w ork e rs 
alongside  native  w ork e rs. In fact, 
th e  m anage rs of th e se  com panie s 
pre fe r to h ire  ille gal w ork e rs as 
th e se , be ing so de spe rate  for w ork , 
w ould acce pt to be  paid m uch  le ss, 
not to m e ntion th e  advantage  of 
ge tting aw ay w ith  w e lfare  
contributions and oth e r non-w age  
costs.

H ush am , a Sudane se  faile d asylum  
se e k e r, w ork s at a food proce ssing 
and pack ing age ncy in th e  
M idlands are a. H e  trave ls 70-75 
m ile s e ve ry day to ge t th e re  from  
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w h e re  h e  live s. H is job is to carry 
th e  boxe s from  th e  e nd of th e  
production line  to th e  palle ts 
w h e re  th e  boxe s are  stack e d. H e  
com plains of a sligh t back  pain, 
but still finds th e  £30 h e  ge ts pe r 
day w orth  th e  suffe ring. “I 
w ouldn't be  able  to survive  
oth e rw ise , h e  adds, now  th at m y 
asylum  claim  h as be e n re fuse d and 
m y be ne fits cut off.”

Anoth e r m ise rable  'profe ssion', 
w h ich  is alm ost e xclusive  to 
asylum  se e k e rs and re fuge e s, is 
h and car w ash . Eve ryw h e re  in th e  
country, car w ash e s are  e m ploying 
ille gal w ork e rs, off th e  re cord, for 
th e  low e st w age s one  could ge t 
(£20-30 a day). Muh am m ad, a 
Kurdish  asylum  se e k e r, com plains 
about th e  h ardsh ip of h is job, 
sh ow ing h is scare d h ands: “it's not 
w orth  it.” “th e y are  e xploiting us 
be cause  th e y k now  w e 're  ille gal 
and w ould acce pt any pay.”

Alth ough  th e y are  m ak ing som e  
m one y, and are  re lative ly be tte r off 
th an th e ir fe llow  asylum  se e k e rs 
w h o are n't w ork ing, none  of th e  
pe ople  w e  m e t w as h appy w ith  
th e ir situation. It se e m s th e  
advantage s of th e  unde rground 
e conom y are  m ostly on th e  side  of 
th e  e m ploye r and th e  national 
e conom y. H e nce , it se e m s fair to 
ask : w h y is such  panic be ing fue le d 
w ith  re gard to 'ille gal' w ork e rs? 

And furth e r, w h e re  do th e  
Gove rnm e nt's prioritie s lie , give n 
th at th e se  policie s, on th e  one  
h and, be ne fit th e  UK e conom y, but 
on th e  oth e r, re sult in e xploitation 
and m ise ry for asylum  se e k e rs?

A Possible  Solution: LETS
Local Exch ange  Trading Sch e m e s 
(LETS) are  non-profit clubs, in 
w h ich  local pe ople  e xch ange  goods 
and se rvice s w ith  e ach  oth e r 
w ith out m one y be ing involve d. 
Th e re  are  groups all around th e  
w orld. Birm ingh am ’s group is 
calle d Brum LETS. 

Se rvice s are  e xch ange d for LETS 
tok e ns. In Birm ingh am  th e se  are  
k now n as H e arts. In th is w ay, one  
can obtain se rvice s, ranging from  
dog w alk ing to painting and 
de corating, from  any oth e r 
m e m be r w ith in th e  group.

Brum LETS e ncourage s re fuge e s 
and asylum  se e k e rs to join, 
alth ough , for th e  latte r, th is, too, 
w ould be  ille gal. According to th e  
law , asylum  se e k e rs are  proh ibite d 
from  paid and unpaid w ork  alik e !

Te l: 0121 685 1155
Brum LETS 54 – 57 Allison Stre e t, 
D igbe th , Birm ingh am , B5 5TH
Em ail: info@ brum le ts.org.uk
W e bsite : w w w .w m le ts.org.uk  



B o r d e r l i n e s

27

Re sistance  in Exile
One  of th e  m yth s th e  
tabloid m e dia h ave  
m anage d to cre ate  ove r th e  
ye ars is th at re fuge e s com e  
h e re  for m one y, th e  q uick  
conclusion be ing “th e y 
don’t h ave  anyth ing e lse  to 
w orry about”. 
Th e  fact, h ow e ve r, is th at m ost 
re fuge e s are  h igh ly politicise d, not 
le ast be cause  th e y h ave  virtually 
fle d th e ir countrie s of origin to 
e scape  som e  sort of pe rse cution, 
ofte n of a political nature . Th e y 
ge ne rally te nd to k e e p strong 
re lationsh ips w ith  th e ir h om e  
countrie s th rough  a w ide  range  of 
activitie s, from  social and cultural 
gath e rings, w e b site s and 
publications, to pure ly political 
prote sts conce rning h ot issue s back  
h om e . 

Se e  you at th e  e m bassy!
O ccasionally, ce rtain q uie t, 
luxurious are as in London be com e  
crow de d w ith  unusual ‘tourists’. It 
w ouldn’t tak e  you a m inute  to 
re alise  th e re  is som e  sort of 
prote st, alth ough  you m igh t not be  
able  to re cognise  th e  ‘strange ’ flags 
or re ad th e  ‘e xotic’ signs.

Last March , Syrian Kurds trave lle d 
tw ice  (on th e  12th  and 14th ) to 

London from  all ove r England to 
de m onstrate  at th e  Syrian Em bassy 
in Be lgrave  Sq uare . It w as to 
com m e m orate  th e  victim s of last 
ye ar’s Qam ish li incide nts and 
de m and th e  re le ase  of th ose  still 
de taine d by th e  Syrian auth oritie s. 
According to an Am ne sty 
Inte rnational re port, se ve ral 
pe ople  w e re  k ille d by Syrian 
se curity and police  force s during 
th e  12 March  2004 disturbance s 
th at follow e d a socce r m atch  
be tw e e n Arabic and Kurdish  
te am s. Th e  follow ing days 
w itne sse d w ide spre ad riots in th e  
north e rn, Kurdish -populate d parts 
of th e  country, in w h at h as com e  to 
be  k now n as th e  Qam ish li 
Uprising, re sulting in th e  k illing of 
36 pe ople , m ostly Kurds, and m ore  
th an 100 w ounde d. According to 
th e  sam e  re port, m ore  th an 2,000 
pe ople  w e re  arre ste d. About 100 
are  still de taine d to date .

Last ye ar’s de m onstration w as, of 
course , m uch  bigge r as th e  stuff 
w as still h ot, says Be iw ar De rik i, 
from  th e  Kurdish  Unity Party in 
Syria (Ye k iti). “It w as a rath e r 
m ode st one , th ough , com pare d to 
th ose  organise d in Be rlin and 
Brusse ls, for e xam ple , w h e re  
large r Kurdish  com m unitie s e xist.” 
Lik e  m any of th e  prote ste rs, M r 
De rik i, w h o h as just be e n grante d 
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inde finite  le ave  to stay in th e  UK, 
use d to be  w h at is k now n as a 
“state le ss Kurd”. In 19 62, th e  
Syrian gove rnm e nt carrie d out an 
e xce ptional ce nsus in th e  H asak e h  
province , w h e re  m ost Syrian Kurds 
re side , w h e re by 120,000 pe ople  
w e re  strippe d off th e ir nationality. 
300 village s w e re  e vacuate d from  
th e ir Kurdish  inh abitants and 
re place d by Arabs, in an organise d 
sch e m e  to ‘arabise ’ th e  fe rtile  and 
oil-rich  re gion. Eve r since  th e n, 
Kurds h ave  suffe re d pe rsiste nt 
discrim ination and pe rse cution at 
th e  h ands of th e  Ba’th  re gim e . As 
re ce ntly as 10 May, 2005, a 
prom ine nt Islam ic figure  and 
outspok e n m e m be r of th e  Kurdish  
com m unity w as abducte d, 
alle ge dly by th e  Syrian m ilitary 
inte llige nce , and subse q ue ntly 
found de ad w ith  appare nt torture  
m ark s. Th e  incide nt follow e d th e  
arre st of a num be r of activists in 
th e  capital Dam ascus, in w h at 
som e  obse rve rs de scribe d as a 
sudde n incre ase  in th e  h arassm e nt 
and ill-tre atm e nt of h um an righ ts 
de fe nde rs.

Lik e  th e ir Syrian counte rparts, 
Libyans h ave  long suffe re d a 
re pre ssive , auth oritarian re gim e  
th at is fam ous for its poor h um an 
righ ts re cord. Th e y, too, find th e ir 
e m bassy th e  only ‘targe t’ w h e re  
th e y could de m onstrate  on such  
occasions as th e  annual 
annive rsary of th e  coup th at 

brough t Pre side nt Muam m ar 
Gaddafi to pow e r in 19 69 . Anoth e r 
fam ous occasion is th e  annual 
annive rsary of th e  de claration of 
th e  so-calle d Pe ople ’s Pow e r 
(e ffe ctive ly m artial law ) in 19 77, 
w h e n th e  country's official nam e  
w as ch ange d to th e  Gre at Socialist 
Pe ople 's Libyan Arab Jam ah iriyah .

O n June  27, lik e  e ve ry ye ar since  
19 9 6, Libyan activists w ill be  
organising a stay-in at th e  Libyan 
Pe ople 's Bure au (e m bassy) in 
London to com m e m orate  th e  
h orrible  Bu-Slim  m assacre , w h e re  
1,200 prisone rs w e re  e xe cute d 
inside  th e  Bu-Slim  prison, one  of 
th e  w orst in th e  w orld. Th is ye ar, 
th e  prote st w ill be  follow ing a 
ge ne ral m e e ting of Libyan 
opposition partie s, th e  first of its 
k ind in de cade s. “God k now s 
w h at’ll h appe n,” says Sule im an 
Bar’asi, a Libyan inde pe nde nt 
activist. “Afte r all, it’s th e  sam e  
pe ople  w h o ope ne d fire  at 
prote ste rs in 19 84, only to k ill a 

Kurdish  d em onstration at th e  
Syrian Em bassy, M arch  2004. 
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British  police w om an w h o w as 
policing th e  de m onstration.” 

Th e  sh ot th at k ille d W pc Yvonne  
Fle tch e r w as fire d from  inside  th e  
e m bassy, and Scotland Yard h as 
long suspe cte d th at Libya k now s 
th e  ide ntity of th e  k ille r, but h e  is 
th ough t to h ave  be e n sm uggle d 
out of Britain afte r th e  sh ooting, 
claim ing diplom atic im m unity. Th e  
fam ous incide nt th e n re sulte d in 
th e  UK’s bre ak ing off diplom atic 
re lations w ith  Libya until th e y 
w e re  re store d in July 19 9 9 , afte r 
Libya acce pte d ‘ge ne ral 
re sponsibility’ for W pc Fle tch e r’s 
m urde r.

M r Bar’asi com plains th at only 
te ns w ould usually turn up to th e  
prote sts w h ile  th e re  are  th ousands 
of Libyans living in th e  UK. H e  
attribute s th at to th e  Em bassy’s 
surve illance  cam e ras, not to 
m e ntion disguise d gove rnm e nt 
age nts am ong th e  prote ste rs. 

“Pe ople  are  still afraid, e ve n th is 
faraw ay, of th e  re pre ssive  re gim e ,” 
h e  adds. “If not for th e m se lve s, 
th e n th e re  is alw ays th e  fe ar of 
je opardising you fam ily back  
h om e . Th e re  h ave  be e n m any 
incide nts in th e  past w h e re  
som e one  h as be e n arre ste d and ill-
tre ate d for h is son’s or broth e r’s 
activitie s abroad.”

O ne  sh ould not also forge t th at 
m any pe ople , be ing une m ploye d 
re fuge e s and asylum  se e k e rs, 
cannot afford trave lling to London 
e ve ry now  and th e n, on th e ir ow n 
e xpe nse , only to participate  in a 
prote st, adds anoth e r Libyan guy 
w h o w as pre se nt at th e  m e e ting in 
Birm ingh am .

W h at’s th e  point?
It se e m s a re asonable  q ue stion 
since  such  re gim e s are  ofte n not 
de m ocratically e le cte d and w ould 
not, th e re fore , w orry about th e  
e le ctorate  or public opinion.  Th e y 
w ould not e ve n both e r se nding out 
an e m bassy official to w h om  
prote ste rs could h and ove r th e ir 
le tte r or pe tition. 

Ye t, argue s M r De rik i, th is k ind of 
activity h as h istorically prove n to 
be  q uite  be ne ficial in th e  long run. 
“Th e  Kurdish  cause  h as com e  to 
th e  inte rnational com m unity’s 
atte ntion only th rough  th e  
re le ntle ss prote sts of th e  Kurdish  

Libyan dem onstration at Libyan 
People's Be re au, June  2004
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com m unity in Europe ,” h e  adds. 
“Th e n th e  political pre ssure  on 
such  re gim e s could, som e tim e s, 
bring about som e  ch ange , as w as 
th e  case  w ith  re le asing m any 
Syrian h igh -profile  prisone rs upon 
th e  de m and of th e  Europe an 
Parliam e nt. Th e  re ce nt ‘re form s’ by 
th e  Assad adm inistration h ave  
ce rtainly som e th ing to do w ith  th e  
incre asing pre ssure  from  th e  W e st, 
particularly th e  US.”

Le ss to th e  point, pe rh aps, Z ah e r 
Abdul-Karim , a Syrian faile d 
asylum  se e k e r, argue s th at such  
prote sts could also raise  aw are ne ss 
of th e  situation w ith in th e  asylum  
syste m , and h e nce  bigge r ch ance s 
for ge nuine  asylum  se e k e rs to be  
grante d asylum . Paradoxically, M r 
Abdul-Karim  h im se lf h as be e n 
re fuse d asylum , alth ough  th e  
im m igration judge  acce pte d h e  h as 
be e n q uite  politically active  h e re  
and th at th e  Syrian auth oritie s m ay 
w e ll be  aw are  of th at, w h ich  could 
appare ntly put h im  at risk  if 
re turne d to Syria.

No e m bassy, no fuss
Arash  Sh ak ib from  th e  Political 
Association of Iranian Re fuge e s, 
w h ich  w as se t up 4 ye ars ago afte r 
a succe ssful prote st at th e  M idlands 
Re fuge e  Council. 104 Iranian 
fam ilie s h ad be e n dispe rse d to 
Birm ingh am , unde r a H ack ne y 
Council (London) sch e m e , th e n 

afte r 8 m onth s, th e  H O  de cide d to 
se nd th e m  back  to w h e re  th e y h ad 
originally com e  from  in th e  UK. 
Afte r th e  auth oritie s ignore d 
atte m pts to use  oth e r ave nue s of 
ne gotiation, th e y de cide d to 
‘occupy’ th e  Re fuge e  Council in 
Birm ingh am . Th is laste d for a 
couple  of h ours and re sulte d in th e  
Police  arre sting 2 organise rs. 
W ith in days, 9 3 fam ilie s w e re  
allow e d to stay in Brum , w ith  th e  
re st ch oosing to re turn voluntarily.

Th e  Political Association of Iranian 
Re fuge e s do stuff for re fuge e s and 
asylum  se e k e rs. In com bination 
w ith  th e  Anti-Racist Cam paign, th e  
Association organise d an ove rnigh t 
sle e p-out on 14 June , 2004, to 
h igh ligh t th e  proble m s of 
de stitution, h om e le ssne ss, and lack  
of acce ss to le gal support th at 
asylum  se e k e rs face  as a re sult of 
th e  gove rnm e nt’s asylum  policy. 
Participants spe nt th e  e ntire  nigh t 
in th e  grounds of Birm ingh am  
Cath e dral, toge th e r w ith  supporte rs 
and frie nds, including parish ione rs 
from  th e  Cath e dral. Th e re  w ill be  a 
sim ilar sle e p-out th is ye ar on th e  
22nd June . 

Th e ir oth e r m ain activitie s focus on 
counte ring pro-re gim e  propaganda 
and e ve nts. For e xam ple , th e  pro-
re gim e  pe ople  (m ainly w e alth y or 
gove rnm e nt sponsore d stude nts) 
ce le brate  e ve ry 11 Fe b as th e  
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annive rsary of th e  Islam ic 
re volution, w h ich  Arash  de scribe s 
as a 'counte r-re volution'.

In 19 79 , Iran be cam e  th e  ce ntre  of 
w orld atte ntion w h e n th e  
m onarch y w as ove rth row n, 
follow ing w ide spre ad riots, strik e s 
and m ass de m onstrations (since  
Se pte m be r 19 78) in prote st at th e  
W e ste rn-back e d Sh ah 's policie s of 
auth oritarian rule  and m artial law. 
Follow ing th is truly de m ocratic 
Pe ople s Re volution, re ligious 
cle rics, h e ade d by Ayatollah  
Kh om e ini, se ize d control and 
de clare d an Islam ic Re public. Th is 
ne w  re gim e  soon be gan to 
e lim inate  its ow n political 
oppone nts th rough  syste m atic 
re pre ssion (e xe cutions, arbitrary 
arre sts e tc.) forcing th ose  w h o 
e scape d to se e k  re fuge  abroad, 
e spe cially in Canada, th e  US and 
UK. 

M e anw h ile , Arash  conte nds th at 
th e  British  gove rnm e nt are  
th e m se lve s playing a dirty gam e , 
atte m pting to accom m odate  th e  
Islam ic re gim e , w h ile  also 
supporting th e  US's fanciful axis of 
e vil. Both  of th e se  strate gie s 
ultim ate ly se rve  to unde rm ine  th e  
strong and vibrant m ove m e nts th at 
are  curre ntly push ing for 
de m ocracy from  w ith in Iran itse lf. 
An ironic situation give n th e  
com m itm e nt th at th e  US and UK 
gove rnm e nts claim  to h old for 
de m ocracy.

Fre e dom  and De m ocracy?
Th e  m ainstre am  m e dia’s cove rage  
is also com plicit w ith  such  
contradictory positions, as all of 
th e  pe ople  w e  inte rvie w e d se e m e d 
to agre e . M e dia cove rage , if any, of 
such  activitie s is ofte n biase d and 
te nds only to ide ntify w ith  official 
narrative s. A sim ple  com parison 
w ith  th e  gre at e fforts both  th e  
gove rnm e nt and th e  m ainstre am  
m e dia m ade  to se cure  and cove r 
th e  participation of UK’s 30,000 
Iraq i com m unity in th e  Iraq i 
e le ctions, last January, sh ould be  
q uite  te lling. It w ould be  ve ry 
naive , w e  th ink , to assum e  th at th is 
w as m e re ly out of caring for th e  
de m ocratic proje ct in Iraq .

As such , both  th e  UK Gove rnm e nt 
and th e  m ainstre am  m e dia 
continue  to occupy contradictory 
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positions; on th e  one  h and, th e y 
plan and pande r for w ate re d dow n 
ve rsions of de m ocracy, de live re d on 
th e  back s of B-52 bom be rs, w h ile , 
on th e  oth e r, th e y ignore  re al grass 
roots m ove m e nts, w h ich   struggle  
for concre te  and truly de m ocratic 
social ch ange  from  w ith in 
re pre ssive  re gim e s. Give n such  
contradictions, it is h ardly 
surprising th at asylum  se e k e rs and 
re fuge e s w h o h ave  be e n force d to 
fle e  from  re pre ssive  re gim e s 
continue  to organise  
de m onstrations, prote sts and 
ce le brations of ofte n pe rse cute d 
cultural traditions. If, th e re fore , 
you h appe n to find yourse lf in a 
luxurious are a of London, or 
pe rh aps in front of Birm ingh am  
Council H ouse , and are  face d w ith  
such  a de m onstration, th e  m ost 
fitting re sponse  m ay w e ll be  to tak e  
a m inute  in w h ich  to conside r th e  
te nacity of th e  h um an spirit in th e  
face  of  state  te rrorism .
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In 19 39 , pe ople  in e aste rn Poland 
found th e m se lve s in a crisis 
pre cipitate d by th e  Ge rm an 
invasion from  th e  w e st. Th e  Sovie t 
Union took  th e  opportunity to 
invade  Poland from  th e  e ast, 
oste nsibly to prote ct th e  Union 
from  th e  Ge rm an advance  as w e ll 
as to spre ad Stalinism . Accounts of 
th e  suffe ring can be  re ad on th e  
Inte rne t. My grandfath e r's fam ily 
w e re  am ongst th ose  w h o suffe re d.

I h ad alw ays k now n m y 
grandfath e r cam e  to Britain as a 
re fuge e , but h e  w as a q uie t m an 
w h o ne ve r told m e  h is story. H e  
ch ose  to 'inte grate ', as th e  curre nt 
jargon h as it; h e  trie d to be com e  
British . It's only re ce ntly th at it h as 
re ach e d m y e ars, told to m e  ove r a 
cup of te a by th e  English w om an h e  
m arrie d, h is w idow , m y 
grandm oth e r.

H e  w as born W ladisw au Longin 
Malaczynsk i in 19 19 . H is fam ily 
w e re  q uite  privile ge d, h aving be e n 
give n a large  plot of land by th e  
Polish  gove rnm e nt as paym e nt for 
h is fath e r's m ilitary se rvice . 19 39  
e nde d th is re lative  w e alth . 
De porte d to, and abandone d in 
Russia, m y grandfath e r, h is broth e r, 
th re e  siste rs and m oth e r w e re  
force d to survive  th rough  raiding 

partie s, cattle  ste aling, building 
sh e lte r and, e ve ntually, finding 
w ork  logging and bak ing. As 
re fuge e s, ignore d by th e  
gove rnm e nt, th e y w e re  able  to 
survive  in fre e zing, h arsh  
conditions using th e ir ow n 
inge nuity, organisation and labour.

Unde r pre ssure  from  th e  Polish  
e xile d gove rnm e nt, and th e  British  
gove rnm e nt, th e  Sovie t Union 
de cide d to round up th e  Pole s th e y 
h ad displace d and conce ntrate  
th e m  in re fuge e  cam ps w ith  a vie w  
to bringing th e m  into th e  w ar as 
figh te rs. Typh oid k ille d 
W ladisw au's m oth e r and one  of h is 
siste rs, th e  tw o siste rs be ing 
de porte d to India, w h ile  th e  tw o 
broth e rs trave lle d to th e  M iddle  
East to join th e  allie s. Sh ippe d out 
from  th e re  by th e  British  
auth oritie s, w h o, of course , h ad a 
m ajor colonial pre se nce  in th e  
re gion, W ladisw au h ad th e  lim ite d 
fre e dom  to de cide  w h ich  part of 
th e  allie d w ar e ffort h e  w ish e d to 
join. Initially inte re ste d in th e  air 
force , h e  ch ange d h is m ind at th e  
e le ve nth  h our and inste ad joine d 
th e  navy. Th is de cision save d h is 
life  as th e  first fligh t of displace d 
Pole s, including h is frie nds w h o 
h ad joine d th e  air force , a fligh t h e  
w ould h ave  be e n on, w as lost. 

My Grandfath e r's Story
By Jon Korvin
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W ladisw au w as de m obilise d in 
19 46, and th e  27-ye ar old re fuge e  
w as place d in a re se ttle m e nt cam p 
in De von, south -w e st England. 
H e re  h e  w as able  to tak e  course s in 
e le ctrical e ngine e ring and, w ith  no 
Polish  h om e  to re turn to, h e  ask e d 
to stay in Britain as a w ork e r. H e  
w as tak e n on by th e  m anage r of a 
W e st M idlands gas com pany w h o 
w as touring th e  re fuge e  cam ps 
look ing for labour, and W ladisw au 
w as e m ploye d stok ing furnace s.

In th e  h e art of industrial post-w ar 
Britain, h is daily food during th is 
pe riod, provide d by h is landlady, 
consiste d of a tiny bottle  of m ilk , 
som e  bre ad and som e  fat. H e  
m arrie d and, soon, m y m oth e r w as 
born. During th e  19 60's h e  found 
w ork  at th e  Longbridge  car factory, 
w h e re  h e  w ork e d until diagnose d 
w ith  cance r in 19 84. H e  die d a ye ar 
late r.

Look ing ove r th e  story now , it's 
strik ing th at, as a re fuge e , h is life  
w as sh ape d by th e  w h im s of 
various gove rnm e nts, w h e th e r 
Ge rm an, Sovie t, Polish  or British . 
H is tim e  in north e rn Russia afte r 
th e  initial displace m e nt w as 
possibly th e  h arsh e st and m ost 
dange rous tim e .  But, alth ough  
risk ing instant e xe cution from  th e  
indige nous pe ople  h e  w as ste aling 
from , h e  w as good e nough  and 
organise d e nough  to e scape  th at 

fate . Fre e  to live  off th e  land, 
h aving th e  k now le dge  to avoid 
poison w h ile  gath e ring th e  fruits of 
nature , fre e  to build and to grow  as 
a h um an be ing be yond w h at h e  
could h ave  im agine d. It's only 
w h e n gove rnm e nt ste ps in, 
conce ntrating re fuge e s for political 
be ne fits, th at th e  conditions 
be com e  w orse . Ye t, at le ast in 
De von, w h ile  place d in a 
gove rnm e nt cam p, h e  h ad th e  
fre e dom  of e ducation and w ork . 
Pe rh aps th at is w h y h e  ch ose  to 
'be com e  British '. Afte r all, no oth e r 
gove rnm e nt h ad value d h is 
pote ntial and labour in th e  sam e  
w ay. As a car w ork e r, h e  inspe cte d 
and w ork e d in th e  factory ch urning 
out M ini Coope rs (a w e ll-k now n 
sym bol of British ne ss) and did not 
se e k  link s w ith  th e  Polish  
com m unity in th e  W e st M idlands of 
England. H is active  tie s w ith  
ce ntral Europe  w e re  fam ilial, not 
national. Th is w as h is ch oice . But it 
w as a ch oice  only e nable d by th e  
opportunity to w ork . 

Th e  com fortable  life  h e  live d until 
th e  age  of 20 is pe rh aps a re m inde r 
th at anyone  can be com e  a re fuge e , 
no m atte r w h o th e y are . H um an 
be ings h ave  alw ays be e n m igrants 
and alw ays w ill. But be com ing a 
re fuge e  only h appe ns th ank s to th e  
m e ddling into our live s of th ose  
w h o se e k  to rule .



Ce le brating Sanctuary Birm ingh am  is a re giste re d ch arity w ork ing 
w ith  re fuge e s and asylum  se e k e rs. W e  be lie ve  th at sanctuary is a h um an 
righ t. W e  aim  to provide  a platform  for re fuge e s and asylum  se e k e rs 
living in th e  W e st M idlands to sh are  th e ir diffe re nt cultural ide ntitie s. 
W e  atte m pt to ch alle nge  som e  of th e  m isle ading inform ation from  th e  
m e dia and som e  politicians by providing opportunitie s for e ve ryone  to 
inte ract w ith  re fuge e s and asylum  se e k e rs. W e  provide  a fram e w ork  for 
local organisations and sch ools to organise  activitie s aim e d at im proving 
public aw are ne ss about re fuge e s and asylum  se e k e rs.

Th e  vie w s e xpre sse d in th is publication re pre se nt th ose  of th e  auth ors and 
are  not ne cce ssarily re pre se ntative  of th e  vie w s of Ce le brating Sanctuary






